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For more water saving ideas, see the com-

panion publications:  

Make  Every Drop  Count On Your 

Lawn  

Make  Every Drop  Count In Your 

Home  

Drought 

Droughts are a normal part of life in the 

Great Plains and for Nebraska. Many 

droughts are short-term or only affect 

small areas, but multiple-year droughts 

like the Dust Bowl of the 1930s are rela-

tively common as well. In 2012, the entire 

state of Nebraska experienced the driest 

summer in more than 50 years. Conserv-

ing water in your home, lawn, and land-

scape helps to reduce the impact of resi-

dential water demand on our natural re-

sources.   

http://arboretum.unl.edu/plantinfo.html


1. The design of a landscape should incor-

porate a thorough assessment of site 

conditions (sun vs. shade, dry vs. wet, 

etc.) so that plants can be selected and 

located to take advantage of existing 

soil moisture conditions and remain 

healthy with minimal supplemental irri-

gation. 

2. Install native and/or adapted plants that 

are drought resistant and require mini-

mal supplemental irrigation once estab-

lished (refer to web sites or consult your 

local nursery/garden center for sugges-

tions). 

3. Create water zones by putting plants 

together that have similar water needs. 

Ornamental plants, including turf spe-

cies, can be grouped into low, moderate, 

and high water users. Water each zone 

according to its need for supplemental 

irrigation, which should be accurately 

Make Every Drop Count in Your Landscape 

Efficient water use in the landscape will provide for plant needs while conserving precious water resources.  

estimated based upon the month of applica-

tion, actual precipitation, and weather condi-

tions (refer to web publications). 

4. Mulch garden plants (a 2-3 inch layer is most 

effective) to reduce evaporation and weed 

competition for available soil moisture. Or-

ganic mulches such as wood chips, evergreen 

needles, straw, corn cobs, and dried grass 

clippings also improve soil infiltration and 

water-holding capacity over time. 

5. Amend soils with compost, manure, or leaf 

mold to improve the water holding capacity 

and infiltration of soils as well as plant vigor 

and health during drought conditions. 

6. Carefully assess landscape watering patterns 

to minimize spray on sidewalks and paved 

surfaces, blockage of spray by plants or other 

obstructions, and run-off on slopes or clay 

soils. 

7. Focus irrigation for woody plants at or be-

yond the dripline to promote extensive root-

ing. Apply water deeply and infrequently. 

Where practical, minimize evaporation and 

wind loss by using soaker hoses or drip sys-

tems, and water in the early morning (4 am to 

10 am). 

8. Maximize the value of natural rainfall by cap-

turing and recycling rainwater in barrels or 

buckets to water patio planters, or detain 

stormwater runoff in dry wells or 

streambeds to enhance landscape soil 

moisture. 

9. Automatic irrigation of woody and per-

ennial plants should be carefully adjusted 

throughout the growing season so that 

supplemental water applications do not 

exceed the water amounts required by 

plants and lost through evaporation. 

10. Regardless of ability to tolerate drought, 

all plants require supplemental irrigation 

when first established. In order to in-

crease water use efficiency and potential-

ly improve plant establishment in a new 

landscape, consider hand-watering indi-

vidual plants for the first several months 

of the growing season (especially those 

with large rootballs planted in extremely 

compacted soils). This will ensure that 

the limited root systems are efficiently 

receiving adequate water without neces-

sitating irrigation coverage over the en-

tire landscape area. 

11. Check the performance of the landscape 

irrigation system periodically throughout 

the season. Use tuna cans to check the 

output of spray heads and coffee cans for 

drip systems.  


